Cardiac computed tomography follow-up of left atrial appendage exclusion using the Amplatzer Cardiac Plug device.
Functional exclusion of the left atrial appendage using transcatheter devices has been developed as an alternative therapy for atrial fibrillation in patients for whom formal anticoagulation is contraindicated. Noninvasive follow-up imaging of these devices is desirable. Transthoracic echocardiography has limitations due to field of view, limited available imaging windows, and metallic shadowing. Cardiac computed tomography has superior image resolution for determining device position and has the added capacity to noninvasively assess when exclusion of the appendage has occurred. This imaging technique is demonstrated in 2 cases of left atrial appendage closure using the Amplatzer Cardiac Plug (AGA Medical Corp, Plymouth, MN).